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faggot on the top of an already heavy load!   Arrangements
were come to with the Kurds of Berwar for the return of the
Christians to that district, and to that of Ashitha beyond it,
it being held that if that country was perhaps not strictly
in Irak, at least it had never been efficiently in Turkey!
The local Kurds, indeed, behaved quite unexpectedly well,
seeming to regard the presence of their old Christian neigh-
bours as a part of the established disorder of things, whidb
had a sort of vested right to be restored.  One was reminded
of certain married couples who lead a " cat and dog life "
in one another's society, but who yet both crave for the
accustomed   irritation   if  ever   it   is  withdrawn!    They
recognised the right of the returning Christians to their old
lands and villages, and even to a half of the crops that were
in the ground, in places where the land was being cultivated
by Kurds after the Christians had left it.    Sometimes there
were difficulties to settle, but surprisingly seldom.
In one case, some nomad Kurds who owed no allegiance
to anybody had developed ambitions to try a more settled
life, and had sat them down in a little group of villages
known as the Halamun district, far away from anywhere.
These fellows showed no eagerness to clear out and let the
lawful owners return.    It took a visit from the assistant
Political Officer and a long argument to put matters straight
here, and matters at one time got so strained that the Kurds
began debating whether it would not be better to kill the
English intruder there and then.   This matter was solved
by the A.P.O. (who quite understood the matter under
debate) coolly going to bed, and to sleep, in the midst
of them, and so leaving them to talk the interesting prob-
lem over.   When he woke up in the morning the Kurds
were ready with a compromise.   They would turn out of
three of the four villages under debate, but wanted to retaia
one.   This was agreed to.   So matters went on.   A pass
through a seemingly impassable range is always found as
you  approach it.   Caravan after cavavan of tribesmen
(each caravan perhaps 1,000 strong) was moved in turn from
Mindan camp and up to the distributing centre at Dofenk,
whence they could be forwarded, after coiausiderable gmmb-